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HENRY'S STORY.

We were all waiting in the troop’s club-room

and were going to have a meeting with tea fist.
As we were kept waiting for those who had not
come, some of the boys began to grumble, and
some began to speak about the late ones. I think
some of the things they said were not kind. Af-
ter they had been talking in this way, Henry, one
of the older scouts, stood up and lifted up his hand.
When they saw that, all stopped, and Henry said,
«Never talk about any one behind his back. Let
me tell you a story». The others settled down to
listen, and this was the story he told :
. Once on a time the lion was sick. Now the
lion is the king of the beasts, and all the beasts
came to see him, and to say how. sorry they were
that he was sick,

«The lion lay in the cave, and all the rest of
‘the beasts sat round the cave and looked at him.

_¢As the lion looked round and groaned with
pain, he saw that the Fox was not there. He was
VEry angry at this, and roared out, «Why does he
1ot come to see meZwhen I am sick?». But no one
answered, for no ome knew where the Fox was.
The Lion got more and more angry. At last the
Wolf spoke up. The Wolf did not like the Fox, and
so he said this: «The Fox is not coming to-night,
I heard him say that when the Lion was dead he
meant to be king himself, and so- he would not
come»,
«Now, it happened that while the Wolf was
saying all this, the Fox came quietly in, and he
h_eard it all, But the Wolf did not see the Fox, and
did not know that he had heard. b

«The Fox came in and went up to where the

~ Lion lay, and bent down very low and put his

nose in the dust, The Lion was very angry and
roared out at him, «Where have you been, Fox?

hy did not you come sooner to see me when you
knew I was sicle?

«Then the Fox very gently and quietly said,

- When they stopped I got Henry to tell the story

«May it please your Majesty, I have been to thf
doctor. I went to him to see ifl could find any me
dicine that would make the Lion quite wells.

«And what did the doctor say?»asked the Lion.

«He said, please your Majesty, that if we want-
ed the King to get quite well we must take a
Wolf, and take off his skin quickly and wrap the
Lion up in it, and he would soon be quite well.

«As soon as the other beasts heard this, ’ghey
all jumped up and seized the Wolf; they killed
him, and pulled off his skin very quickly while
it was still hot, and wrapped the Lion in it.

«Now, that is what the Wolf got for talking
about the Fox behind his back. Never talk about
any one behind his back!»

There was great laughing among the boys.

over again, to the other boys who came later. We
laughed as much as any one else.
Now, is not that a good story and one worth

remembering ? As you see, I have never forgotten
it, and I have often told it to others.

Perhaps you can remember it too and tell it to
others. And maybe it will help you to stop and
not to-say, something you were just going to say
not very kind about some one who wasnot where
you were.

«Stop! What was that story about?. Oh, I

know ; never talk about a person behind his back!
I never will! ». 4 :

Did the lion get well? I don’t know; the story
did not tell us.
=R
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